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Mr. Ambassador,

My name is Sieu Meas, a Cambodian-American living in Federal Way, WA.  
I am here to share an important project with you, “the healthcare of mothers in Cambodia”. 
I have made many trips to Cambodia and have gathered information that reflects the urgent need to help the women of Cambodia.
As reported in the book “A Fair Share for Women”, published in P. Penh in April, 2004, Cambodian women face a relatively high risk of dying from pregnancy and childbirth-related causes which have resulted in approximately 2000 deaths each year. The majority of these deaths are preventable, and they have a significant impact on the family’s income and well being. In addition, Cambodian women have a short life expectancy of only 58 years.

The infant mortality rate of 95 per 1,000 live births reflects the close relationship between the mothers’ health and their infants’ health.
I myself, a medical office manager and my husband, an Obstetrician-Gynecologist are alarmed by these statistics. As a result, a team of healthcare professionals and social workers in the US, Canada and France, is working towards setting up a healthcare program and a free maternity Hospital in Cambodia. Our non-profit organization is supported by the 2 National organizations here in America, the Khmer Alliance Foundation (KAF) and the Cambodian American National Council (CANC)
This program has 2 components: one is the healthcare education and the other is the prenatal care and delivery at no charge for the poor and needy mothers.

Good healthcare for mothers and their babies are crucial to a future healthy and strong workforce. 
For many years, our Cambodian people have contributed lots of money to build many temples and schools. That is excellent.  A project to build a free Maternity Hospital for the poor and needy Cambodian women is a worthy and noble cause.

We would like to take this opportunity to ask for the technical and financial support from our people herein present so that this project can get off the ground faster to begin saving precious lives.

Mr. Ambassador, I would like to submit to you a concept paper for your information. 
We need your blessing, your protection and your financial support.
Thank you, Mr. Ambassador and Thank you, ladies and gentlemen.    
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